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A New Conservation  
Easement in the Works 
 
     The Conservancy is working with 
Stone Ridge property owners Peter Hales 
and Maureen Pskowski to permanently 
protect approximately 22 acres in the 
Rest Plaus Historic District in the Town 
of Marbletown.   The property, which 
consists mostly of open farmland, is con-
tiguous to eleven other parcels contain-
ing about 465 acres protected by the 
Conservancy.   
 
     "The sweep of the land, its place in 
the wider ecosystem running from the 
Hudson into the Catskills, was some-
thing we wanted to share in perpetuity.”  
For Peter and Maureen, conservancy was 
a plan even before they purchased the 
property in 2007.  “We didn't want the 
easement to limit the possibilities for 
varied future agricultural use, though, 
and RELC was sympathetic and under-
standing of the triple mandate to pre-
serve the visual, agricultural and cultural 
integrity of the entire area and our small 
part in the larger picture," said Peter 
Hales. 
 
     Under the terms of the conservation 
easement, future development of the 
property will be restricted and the land 
will be reserved for agricultural use.  The 
future expansion of the existing clap-
board farmhouse and historic barn will 
be permitted as will the construction of 
two new agricultural buildings and a 
garage/studio.   
 
     The prospective acquisition falls 
within the Conservancy’s strategic plan 
of working with landowners to expand 
protection into properties that abut exist-
ing conservation easements.  By doing 
so, the value of agricultural land and 
open space is greatly enhanced.  The 
permanent addition of the open space in 
the 7,240-acre Rest Plaus Historic Dis-
trict means that future visitors to the area 
will see vistas that are relatively similar 
to those that existed more than two hun-
dred years ago when the area was first 
settled by Dutch farmers.   
 
     Marbletown Historic Preservation 
Commission chair Gary Tinterow said, 
“The view from Route 209 and Old 
Kings Highway, over the Rondout Val-
ley and east toward Mohonk Mountain, 
is one of the most magnificent assets of 
Marbletown.  It will be marvelous that 
the landscape at Rest Plaus will be pre-
served for future generations to enjoy.” 
 
     Conservancy president Walter Levy 
said, “We consider ourselves extremely 
fortunate to work with Peter and Mau-
reen in adding this property to our inven-
tory of conserved land in Marbletown.  
This cornerstone property links two large 
farms that were protected in 1987 and 
1989.  Their gift shows that land conser-
vation sometimes takes time – but the 
end result is well worth the wait.”   

Covered Bridge Turns 125 
 
     Ashokan Center held its annual 
Ashokan Fall Festival on October 
16th.     The Ashokan Center is an 
outdoor and environmental education 
and living history center located on 
the former campus of the Ashokan 
Field Campus in Olivebridge.  More 
than 5,000 school children attend its 
programs each year, and it hosts 
many organizations and  retreat 
groups such as Fiddle & Dance 
Camps, Summersongs, Wayfinders 
and the Northeast Blacksmiths Asso-
ciation. 
 
     This year is the 125th birthday of 
the Ashokan-Turnwood Covered 
Bridge, which is listed on the Na-
tional and State Registries of Historic 
Places.  It spans the Esopus Creek 
within the Cathedral Gorge.  A group 
gathered with Jay Ungar and Molly 
Mason and listened to Wint Aldrich, 
former NYS Deputy Commissioner 
for Historic Preservation, tell the his-
tory of the bridge and instill the im-
portance of preserving such connec-
tions to the past.   
 

     Moved to its current site in 1939 
from the Beaverkill, the Turnwood 
Bridge has served as a bridge be-
tween two famed Catskill trout 
streams – the Beaverkill and the 
Esopus.   The Conservancy holds a 
conservation easement on the land 
beneath the bridge, and the bridge 
itself is owned by the Ashokan Foun-
dation.   
 
   Visit:  www.ashokancenter.org or 
call 845-657-8333 ext. 16.  
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Working with landowners to preserve special open places 

Hales-Pskowsky Easement in Marbletown 

Conservancy HQ 
Dedicated to  
Virginia Schoonmaker 
 
     About 60 friends and former 
neighbors gathered in Alligerville 
on September 12th to dedicate the 
Conservancy’s headquarters to 
Virginia Smith Boyce Schoon-
maker.    Virginia was one of 
RELC’s earliest supporters when 
it was founded in 1987 and she 
continued to be a strong conser-
vation ally until her death in 
2009. 
 
     Virginia was born in 1912 to 
Elmer and Brigetta Peterson 
Smith at what is now Sparrow 
Hawk Bed and Breakfast on 
Route 209.  Her family later 
moved to a property next to the 
Rondout Creek bridge in Alliger-
ville.   
 
     She established herself in 
New York City and was devoted  
to working for philanthropic or-
ganizations.  After graduating 
from NYU, she ambitiously pur-
sued graduate work at Columbia 
and NYU in four fields: public 
health administration, commu-
nity organization, epidemiology 
and social research.  She worked 
as head of the Association for the 
Prevention of Blindness, now 
renamed Prevent Blindness 
America, where she spearheaded 
the development of various pre-
ventive programs around the 
world, including in Australia, 
Great Britain and Israel.  She also 
served as president of Benedic-
tine Health Foundation.   
 
     In 1946, Virginia married 
Richard Boyce, director of athlet-
ics at Brooklyn College;  he died  
in 1958.  In 1962 Virginia  mar-
ried John Schoonmaker, Sr. 
whose farming family has been 
active in the Rondout Valley 
since the 1700s. 

     Despite her prominent career 
in NYC, she always considered 
the Smith Family farm home and 
she returned every weekend.  
Virginia never had children, but 
shared in raising John’s two 
children and adopted nephews.   
John’s son, Jack, was one of the 
founders and the first president 
of the Conservancy. 
 
     In 1990, Virginia's donated a 
building to RELC for use as its 
headquarters.  It was a one-room 
clapboard building that was the 
Alligerville Post Office from 
1930 to 1955.  It had been built 
by Virginia's father for his wife, 
the local postmistress, after the 
volume of her postal work 
threatened to overwhelm their 
home.   In 2002, Virginia do-
nated a conservation easement 
on a large portion of her Alliger-
ville farm, ensuring that the land 
would be available for agricul-
ture in perpetuity. 
 
     Conservancy president Wal-
ter Levy said that “it is through 
the foresight and generosity of 
people like Virginia that our 
region will remain as valuable 
and enjoyable as it is.  We are 
proud to work to carry on her 
legacy.” 

Jack and Alice Schoonmaker at 
the dedication of RELC’s HQ 



Elinor Boice 
 
    On November 14th, the Conservancy 
hosted a dozen close friends of Elinor 
Boice, who passed away in April.   
Friends shared their memories and im-
pressions of Elinor, painting a vivid pic-
ture of her life and spirit.  Elinor served as 
president and the principal driving force 
of RELC from 1990 to 1999.    
 
     An Ulster County native, born, appro-
priately enough, in Boiceville, Elinor 
taught school in Bronxville and later New 
Paltz.  She was a strong conservationist, 
who set the Conservancy on the path to its 
present strength. 
  
     Later in life she moved to Germany to 
be with her partner, Helka Werder, who 
was present at the memorial service with 
her daughters Heika and Kerstin.  Heike 
lovingly described Elinor’s quick and 
enthusiastic appreciation of German cul-
ture, language and food.  Others spoke of 
Elinor’s love for the land around her fam-
ily homestead and of her daily apprecia-
tion of the mountain views from her 
home.   
 
     During Elinor’s tenure, the Conser-
vancy was extremely active in working 
with landowners to acquire more than 20 
conservation easements and expanding its 
presence in Ulster County. 
 
     Attending: Helka Werder, Heika 
Werder, Kerstin Werder-Moerschel; Peter 
Ford & Jim Peters; Joe & Theresa Suarez; 
Susan Staples & Matt White; Melva 
Wade; Bill & Ann Ferrante; the board. 
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Protected stream frontage in a Conservation Easement along the Coxing Kill 

Gloria Kapilow-Mirsky 
Joins Board of Directors 
 
     The Conservancy welcomes Ker-
honkson resident Gloria Kapilow-
Mirsky to its board of directors.  
Gloria is a Master Gardener and 
works part-time as a social worker 
and an artist.  She is a member of 
Mohonk Preserve as well as the Ap-
palachian Mountain Club, and en-
joys hiking in the Catskills and Sha-
wangunks.  Welcome! 

Long Path Expansion 
 
    RELC, along with Friends of 
the Shawangunks and the NYNJ 
Trail Conference and others, re-
cently contributed to Open Space 
Institute’s efforts to acquire a 2.3-
acre parcel in Sullivan County to 
permanently connect the 2,000-
acre Roosa Gap State Forest to 
the 2,300-acre Wurtsboro Ridge 
State Forest. The acquisition en-
sures that Long Path  will con-
tinue to be one of the premier 
regional hiking trails in the North-
east.  This magnificent trail be-
gins at the western abutment of 
the George Washington Bridge 
and traverses sea level salt 
marshes, windswept ledges in the 
Shawangunks, boreal forests in 
the Catskills and verdant farmland 
before ending at the Helderberg 
Escarpment outside of Albany. 
 

Reginald Smith 
 
     Reginald “Reggie” Smith passed 
away at the age of 85.  Reggie was 
a tireless open space advocate and 
served on the Conservancy’s board 
from 1997 to 2003 with contagious 
enthusiasm.  He is survived by his 
partner, Robert Herbert. 

Tow Path Run 
 
     On October 3rd, approxi-
mately 50 runners and walkers 
of all ages participated in the 
annual rail trail run to raise 
money for Accord’s Little Ones 
Learning Center.  The 6 kilome-
ter walk/run followed the his-
toric D&H Canal Tow Path from 
Alligerville to Accord. 
 
     The Conservancy was 
pleased to welcome runners and 
their fans in its headquarters 
building in Alligerville.  Little 
Ones Learning Center, with a 
library of more than 3,000 titles 
in its facilities at the Rochester 
Reformed Church on Route 209 
in Accord, provides free early 
childhood literacy programs to 
children ages 1-6. 
 
www.LittleOnesLearningCenter.org Helke, Heika & Kerstin Werder 
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A map of our conservation easement locations Rest Plaus Historic District, Marbletown 

Middle Esopus Gorge Upper Esopus Gorge 

What is a Land Conservancy? 
 
     A land conservancy, or land trust, is a local non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to the permanent preservation of open space 
lands such as agricultural, forest, watershed, and other natural and 
scenic land.  The 700 or so land trusts in the United States share a 
common commitment to using voluntary initiatives in the protec-
tion of undeveloped lands and work directly with private land-
owners by offering tools such as conservation easements, some of 
which permit agricultural business activity and limited develop-
ment. RELC generally concentrates west of the Shawangunks and 
south of Route 28 in Ulster County. 

What is a Conservation Easement? 
 
      A conservation easement is given in perpetuity and runs with the title to the prop-
erty.  It is donated to the land trust, which monitors the property periodically and can 
legally enforce the easement terms. In many cases, the donation of a conservation 
easement can provide significant federal and state income tax deduction.  Conserva-
tion easements can also provide an efficient way to reduce costly estate taxes on fam-
ily lands.  RELC can work with individual landowners to develop long-term plans for 
the preservation and development of a property in a way that maintains the property’s 
value while preserving its character.  We can also work with groups of landowners to 
protect and enhance areas so that neighbors collectively determine the future of their 
area.   
 
     A land trust operates solely in the private sector working directly with private 
property owners.  The backbone of private land preservation is the “conservation 
easement,” which is a legally binding, voluntary agreement between a land owner 
and a land trust.  This agreement protects the land from future haphazard develop-
ment by specifying where development can take place (if future development is de-
sired).  In this way, natural and scenic features of a property can be preserved while a 
reasonable amount of development can occur on the part of the property that has the 
least natural and scenic value.   
           
     To learn more, visit our website, www.RELandConservancy.org 

RELC’s Conservation Properties 
These maps show the properties that the Conservancy has pro-
tected in perpetuity.  If you would like to discuss preserving your 
land, please call Walter Levy at 845-626-3140 or email: 
info@RELandConservancy.org 
 
Thank you Josh Clague for preparing these maps.  



Join us! 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy depends upon your support to 
keep our open country land productive and beautiful. 
 

  Benefactor     $1000               Supporter     $100 
  Patron       $500               Friend     $50   
  Sponsor       $250             Member   $35 
                 Other           $______ 
 
 Enclosed is my employer’s matching gift form. 

 
Please make your check payable to “RELC” 
and mail your tax-deductible contribution to: 
 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy, Inc. 
PO Box 144 
Accord, NY 12404 
 
  Please contact me regarding preservation of land in my area 

            
 
Name: __________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip: ________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Tel: ______________________________________ 
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CONTACT US 
 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy, Inc. 
PO Box 144 
Accord, NY 12404 
 
845-626-3140 
info@RELandConservancy.org 
www.RELandConservancy.org 

 
 

Walking the Pines along the Shawangunk Ridge 

Please Recycle 

A word of thanks to our recent donors, whose generosity is greatly appreciated. 

Streambank repairs along the Rondout Creek in Alligerville 

Part of the Hales-Pskowski Easement 


