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Rondale Hoeve  
Stone House & Farm 
Turns 200! 
 
     Join us in celebrating the 200th birth-
day of the Rondale Hoeve stone  house 
and farm at 115 Buck Road  in Stone 
Ridge on Saturday, June 5th between 
1:00 and 4:00 pm .  The event is spon-
sored by homeowner Janis Leas and the 
Conservancy. 
 
     While a cornerstone on the “new” 
addition reads 1810, published reports 
attribute the oldest part of Rondale  
Hoeve, formerly known as Van Idah and 
the VanDermark House, to 1710.  The 
house was built by Jacobus Van Der 
Mark, who is listed as being a freeholder 
in Ulster County as early as 1701, two 
years before the Town of Marbletown 
was incorporated in 1703.  The home 
was owned by the VanDermark family 
until 1917.  Janis Leas has owned the 
farm since 1977 and in 1999 donated a 
conservation easement on 60 acres of 
surrounding farmland to the Conser-
vancy. 
 
     The home is a noted example of an 
18th Century Dutch colonial stone house.  
It has exposed chestnut beams and an 
English-style jambed fireplace with a 
stone beehive oven that protrudes 
through the exterior wall as well as other 
features typical of a home of that period 
and subsequent additions. 
 
     The event is free and the public is 
welcome.  Guided tours, entertainment, 
and refreshments will be provided. 
 
     For directions, further information 
and to confirm your attendance, contact: 
info@relandconservancy.org or call 845-
626-3140.   

Conservancy Adds Two 
New Conservation  
Easements  
 
     RELC has added two new conser-
vation easements totaling 108 acres of 
creek side property to the 3,100 acres 
that it already protects. 
 
The Bewtra-Deli  
Conservation Easement 
 
     Neeraj Bewtra and Barbara Deli 
donated a conservation easement cov-
ering 89.7 acres on Beaverkill Road 
in Marbletown.  The property has 836 
feet of unspoiled frontage on the 
Esopus Creek in an area that has seen 
little development.  It borders other 
lands protected by conservation ease-
ments and is near the Catskill Park 
and the New York City Watershed.   
 
     The property, which operated as a 
summer camp before the couple ac-
quired it, provides important wildlife 
habitat with a mix of extensive hard-
wood forest, floodplain, streams and 
vernal pools.  It also helps to maintain 
good water quality in the Esopus 
Creek and Stony Kill Stream (an 
Esopus tributary) and provides flood-
plain protection along Esopus Creek.   
 
     Neeraj told the Conservancy, “We 
are really happy to have made this 
donation to RELC and keep our land 
protected for generations to come. 
Our place has been enjoyed by many 
before us when it was used as a sum-
mer camp, and this donation ensures 
that those after us will enjoy it in the 
same way.”  Under the terms of the 
conservation easement, one new 
home may be built on the property, 
however, the land may not be subdi-
vided. 
 
Continued on Page 2 
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Working with landowners to preserve special open places 

Esopus Creek from the Bewtra-Deli Conservation Easement 

Jane Pearson Hansen,  
1919 - 2009 
 
     It is with great sadness that 
the Rondout-Esopus Land Con-
servancy notes the passing of 
Jane Pearson Hansen.  Jane and 
her late husband, Clarence 
(“Tang”), were among the first 
supporters of the Conservancy 
when it was established more 
than 20 years ago. 
 
     In 1996, the Hansens do-
nated a conservation easement 
on their beloved Feather Farm, 
protecting approximately 350 
acres of farmland from devel-
opment in perpetuity.  Upon 
making the donation, the Han-
sens stated, “This property is 
pretty much just as it was 200 
years ago and we are interested 
in preserving it as it is.”  
Feather Farm provides the cen-
terpiece of the Rest Plaus His-
toric District in Marbletown, 
with panoramic vistas of the 
Shawangunks, cornfields, and 
woodlots.  The property has 
frontage on two creeks and sup-
ports a wide variety of wildlife, 
including rare and endangered 
species such as eagles, pere-
grine falcons, ospreys, and red 
shouldered hawks. 
 
     Jane spent her entire life on 
Feather Farm.  Her parents 
were introduced to the area by 
Hugh Smiley, her father’s class-
mate at Haverford College.  
They established the farm dur-
ing the depression and sold 
eggs to Mohonk; Jane loved the 
chickens, geese, ducks, and 
peacocks that they raised.  She 
was skilled at sewing, farming, 
and crafts and was a member of 
the Ulster Garden Club for 
more than 70 years. 

     Jane attended Smith College 
and learned drafting and design 
while she studied landscape 
architecture.  During WWII, 
she was a driver for Navy VIPs 
in NYC and worked as a drafts-
man on military projects.  She 
was a founding member of the 
Marbletown Conservation 
Commission, a board member 
of the Stone Ridge Library and 
a founding member of the Mar-
bletown Residents Association, 
noted for stopping a relocation 
of the town landfill to what is 
now the Rest Plaus Historic 
District. 
 
     Jane is survived by her only 
son, Harry and his wife, and 
two grandsons of Stone Ridge.    
Tang died in 1996. 
 
     We are grateful to have 
known Jane Hansen.  We ex-
tend our condolences to her 
son, Harry, and his family and 
once again thank her for her 
gifts to our community, includ-
ing her dedicated and vocal 
support of local conservation 
issues. 

Jane Pearson Hansen 

Annual Meeting 
 

     Annual Meeting of Members 
Saturday, June 5, 2010 

115 Buck Road, Stone Ridge  
1:15 pm 

All are welcome! 



The Schade Conservation 
Easement 
 
     Ron and Barbara Schade donated a 
conservation easement on 18.11acres of 
property along the banks of the Rondout 
Creek in Rosendale.  The property, which 
includes 1,200 feet of stream frontage, 
also includes the historic stone abutments 
of Burr’s Crossing, an early bridge across 
the Rondout.  The property contains a rich 
variety of plant and animal life and is near 
other property protected by a RELC con-
servation easement.  As Ron and Barbara 
wrote: 
 
     “Last Friday, for the fourth year in a 
row, Lucy the Canada goose, led her six 
gallant goslings, just minutes out of the 
egg, in their death-defying plunge from 
their nest on the old bridge abutment to 
the roiling waters of the Rondout, 30 feet 
below.  Just knowing that she will be able 
to carry on this ritual as long as she is 
able, that the woods in the Spring will 
forever echo to the harsh cry of the mat-
ing pileated woodpeckers and in Winter 
to the deep booming call of the great 
horned owl, are all part of the reason that 
putting the 18 acres surrounding our 
home in a conservation easement is one of 
the most gratifying actions we have ever 
taken. 
 
     “We have been told that the first 100 
yards off a riverbank contain up to ten 
times the biodiversity as the next mile of 
open forest.  The fact that our parcel con-
tains more than 1,000 feet of frontage on 
the Rondout Creek and that, when you 
factor in other nearby easements and the 
topography of the remaining parcels, 
more than a mile of precious riverine en-
vironment at the tail end of the Shawan-
gunk Ridge will be forever wild makes it 
even more gratifying.  Putting this ease-
ment in place has been a dream of ours 
for many years.  We want to express our 
intense gratitude to Walter Levy, Zali 
Win and all the rest of the fantastic team 
at Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy 
who helped make this dream a reality.” 
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Rondout Creek frontage along the Schade Conservation Easement 

Welcome  
Kathy Nathan 
 
     RELC is pleased to welcome 
Kathy Nathan to our board of 
directors.  Kathy recently re-
turned to Accord after living in 
California for several years.  
She and her husband, Cliff, for-
merly lived on a property in 
Accord with a RELC conserva-
tion easement.  Kathy is a re-
tired attorney and former Brook-
lyn assistant district attorney .  
She enjoys snow shoeing, apple 
picking, needlework and spend-
ing time with her children.   
 
     If you would like to serve as 
a volunteer or on our board of 
directors, please call Walter 
Levy at 626-3130 or email 
info@RELandConservancy.org. 

Baseline Project  
Underway 
      
     Members of the Conservancy 
have been busy for the past 18 
months preparing updated base-
line reports of each of our 41 
conservation easements.  Base-
line reports document the cur-
rent condition of each conserva-
tion easement through a series 
of maps, surveys, satellite pho-
tos, and GPS-documented pho-
tos. 
      
     RELC received a $10,000 
grant from the Land Trust Alli-
ance to start with this project, 
which is expected to take one 
more year.  We are a little more 
than half-way through the effort 
thanks to the hard work of sev-
eral dedicated  land trust ex-
perts. 

Virginia Boyce 
Schoonmaker 
      
      We have learned of the pass-
ing of Virginia Boyce Schoon-
maker.  Virginia was a long-
time friend of the Conservancy 
and played an important role in 
establishing it in 1987.  A fuller 
record of her accomplishments 
and service to the community 
will appear in our next issue. 
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A map of our conservation easement locations Rest Plaus Historic District, Marbletown 

Middle Esopus Gorge Upper Esopus Gorge 

What is a Land Conservancy? 
 
     A land conservancy, or land trust, is a local non-profit organi-
zation dedicated to the permanent preservation of open space 
lands such as agricultural, forest, watershed, and other natural and 
scenic land.  The 700 or so land trusts in the United States share a 
common commitment to using voluntary initiatives in the protec-
tion of undeveloped lands and work directly with private land-
owners by offering tools such as conservation easements, some of 
which permit agricultural business activity and limited develop-
ment.  

What is a Conservation Easement? 
 
      A conservation easement is given in perpetuity and runs with the title to the prop-
erty.  It is donated to the land trust, which monitors the property periodically and can 
legally enforce the easement terms. In many cases, the donation of a conservation 
easement can provide significant federal and state income tax deduction.  Conserva-
tion easements can also provide an efficient way to reduce costly estate taxes on fam-
ily lands.  RELC can work with individual landowners to develop long-term plans for 
the preservation and development of a property in a way that maintains the property’s 
value while preserving its character.  We can also work with groups of landowners to 
protect and enhance areas so that neighbors collectively determine the future of their 
area.   
 
     A land trust operates solely in the private sector working directly with private 
property owners.  The backbone of private land preservation is the “conservation 
easement,” which is a legally binding, voluntary agreement between a land owner 
and a land trust.  This agreement protects the land from future haphazard develop-
ment by specifying where development can take place (if future development is de-
sired).  In this way, natural and scenic features of a property can be preserved while a 
reasonable amount of development can occur on the part of the property that has the 
least natural and scenic value.   
           
     To learn more, visit our website, www.RELandConservancy.org 

RELC’s Conservation Properties 
These maps show the properties that the Conservancy has pro-
tected in perpetuity.  If you would like to discuss preserving your 
land, please call Walter Levy at 845-626-3140 or email: 
info@RELandConservancy.org 
 
Thank you Josh Clague for preparing these maps.  



Join us! 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy depends upon your support to 
keep our open country land productive and beautiful. 
 

  Benefactor     $1000               Supporter     $100 
  Patron       $500               Friend     $50   
  Sponsor       $250             Member   $35 
                 Other           $______ 
 
 Enclosed is my employer’s matching gift form. 

 
Please make your check payable to “RELC” 
and mail your tax-deductible contribution to: 
 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy, Inc. 
PO Box 144 
Accord, NY 12404 
 
  Please contact me regarding preservation of land in my area 

            
 
Name: __________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________ 
 
City, St, Zip: ________________________________ 
 
Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Tel: ______________________________________ 

A special word of thanks to our recent do-
nors, without whose generosity we would 
not be able to function. 
 
Jean Aldwell 
Sita Anderson & Lindsay Hoyt 
Barbara Arum 
Joan Atwood 
David Barra, Barra & Trumbore 
Marion Becker 
Greg Belcamino & Judith Welcom 
Mark Bellehumeur 
Barry Benepe 
Rev. Harold Benson & Jim Dinsmore 
Peter & Helena Bienstock 
John Bierhorst 
Jaques & Eleanor Black 
Jonathan Blair 
Linda Jean Bloom 
Jay & Laurie Bloomfield 
Ron and Marge Bonner 
Roy & Patricia Carlin 
Sherret & Helen Chase 
Mary Collins 
Isobel Contento and Robert Clark 
Eppie Convel 
Mary Crisp 
Jeff Davis & Hilary Thing 
Richard and Betty Davenport 
Bernard Dikman & Chuck Davis 
Donald Dunn & Kerstin Trone 
Mary Embree 
Jean-Marie & Elizabeth Eveillard 
Frederick & Ulla Farmer 
Grace Fener-Markofsky 
Hans Fetscherin & Lexanne Hamilton 
Frank and Gloria Finger 
Gary Finger & Liz Hartinson 
Floyd & Phyllis Glinert 
Sibyl Golden 
Julie Goldscheid & Penny Damaskos 
Alexa Grace & Robert Stevens 
Wade Greene 
Eric Hertz & Troy Harrison 
Michele Hertz & Lawrence Friedman 
Noah & Michelle Gullickson 
Susan & Stephen Hirsch 
Mark & Robin Holland 
James Hoover 
Pamela & Bruce Hoveling 
Erik & Timea Hunter 
IBM Foundation 
Joseph Family Trust 
John Kander 
Gloria Kapilow-Mirsky 
Jean Klaiss 
Daryl & Kate Kojak 
Myron Koltuv & Angela Klopstech 
Robert Larsen & Barbara Rubin 
Janis Leas 
Jacob Levy 

 
 
Lois Langthorn 
Floyd Lattin & Ward Mintz 
Donald Laufer 
Barbara Lawrence & Michael Sage 
David Lawrence Jr. & Caroline Kim 
Walter Levy & Gene Moncrief 
Yvonne Lynn 
Stephen MacDonald & Priscilla Derven 
Cliff Mallery & Kathy Nathan 
Harvey & Eve Mannes 
Kim & Lorna Massie 
Rachel & Patricia Matteson 
Brian McCarthy & Daniel Sager 
Philip & Carol Monteleoni 
Peter Nelson & Sally Roy 
Bernard & Marcia Newman 
Steven Nissen 
Ellianne & Paul Odom 
Elizabeth Panzer 
Anita Peck 
Donna-Marie Ragonese & Gene Gaston 
Barry & Evelyn Rein 
Robert & Eileen Rominger 
Constance Robinson 
Susan Ronson 
Pat & Jeff Rosenberg 
Sylvia Rozzelle 
Janet Rumely 
Arnold Saks 
Ronald & Barbara Schade 
Judith Schneller 
Jack & Alice Schoonmaker 
Donald Schwab & Jose Sotolongo 
Elizabeth & Steven Shafer 
Ruth Silverman 
Zachary Sklar 
Kathryn Smith 
Reginald Smith & Robert Herbert 
John Somers 
Virginia Starke 
Linda Stein & Paul Vidich 
Ira Stern 
Fred Steuding 
Scott & Loretta Symons 
William Symons 
Carlo & Andrea Travaglia 
UBS Foundation 
Anthony & Shelley Ullman 
Vivian & John Wadlin 
Robb & Pat Webb 
Mary & Philip Weinberg 
Dietrich Werner 
Arthur Weyhe 
Zali Win & Tom Ratekin 
H. Neil Zimmerman 
Peter Zimroth & Estelle Parsons 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Walter Levy, President 
Robert Anderberg 
Mary Collins 
Jac Conaway,  Vice President 
Hans Fetscherin 
Philip Monteleoni 
Kathy Nathan 
Peter Nelson 
Robert Rominger 
Zali Win, Secretary/Treasurer 
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CONTACT US 
 
Rondout-Esopus Land Conservancy, Inc. 
PO Box 144 
Accord, NY 12404 
 
845-626-3140 
info@RELandConservancy.org 
www.RELandConservancy.org 

 
 

Burr’s Crossing Bridge Abutment 
Schade Easement, Rosendale 

Protected stream 
Bewtra-Deli Easement, Marbletown 

Protected stream 
Bewtra-Deli Easement, Marbletown 

Please Recycle 


