





An established partner
In land conservation

Protecting farmland, forest, and open
space along the Rondout and Esopus
valleys

Founded in 1987

Over 42 conservation easements
Protecting more than 3,100 acres
Experienced in land-owner needs

Financially strong and able to honor future
commitments









What Is a conservation
easement?

 Voluntary transfer of mutually-agreed upon
future development rights from property
owner to Conservancy In perpetuity

e Conservancy permanently “extinguishes”
deeded development rights.

* Property owner may retain defined future
development rights that henceforth
transfer with the land to new owners.






Benefits to property owners

Permanent protection from future
development of land, wetlands, viewshed
and biodiversity.

Property will remain similar to its present
state In perpetuity.

Potential charitable donation tax
deduction.

Potential future property tax savings.






Examples of development rights
retained by property owners

Limited expansion of existing dwellings

Ability to build an additional home and/or
other structures.

Ability to build and/or expand barns and
agricultural service buildings

Right to farm, harvest wood, and engage
In other agreed-upon commercial and
agricultural activities.






Examples of extinguished
development rights

Future construction of non-approved
homes and other buildings

Future subdivision of property

Use of property for non-approved
commercial enterprise

Establishment of “forever wild” buffer
Zones






Easement Amendments

 Conservancy may amend easements only under
very limited circumstances
— Subject to very strict IRS and NYS rules

— Only if conservation value of the easement is
enhanced

— Cannot reduce the value of a prior easement donation
by transferring new commercial value back to the
property owner.

— In the event RELC discontinues operations, easement
IS transferred to a similar 501(c)(3) organization.












Easement Donation Process

Determination by Conservancy of
conservation values and suitabllity.

Negotiation of conservation easement
document terms.

Baseline report prepared by Conservancy
Title search

Financial contribution by property owner to
perpetual Stewardship Fund

Filing of conservation easement deed









Conservancy’s
Responsibilities

Remaining in contact with easement
property owners

Annual monitoring of compliance with
easement conditions.

Legally defending easement conditions if a
violation occurs.

Maintaining sufficient financial strength to
monitor and defend easement conditions












RELC Strategic Acquisitions

e Leverage value of existing easements by
expanding to adjacent properties and
publicly-owned parkland

e Concentrate only within existing service
area footprint

 Work with other conservation
organizations to leverage skills in order to
expand strategic open space protection







About RELC

Member of national Land Trust Alliance (LTA)
Adopted LTA national Standards and Practices

Work with NYC Dept. of Environmental
Protection, Consortium of Ulster County Land
Trusts, local municipalities, NYS DEC,
Shawangunk Scenic Byway

Open Space Institute strategic local partner
NYS 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation
File annual Form 990 with IRS

File annual CHAR-500 with NYS Charities
Bureau






Route 209 Farm Corridor

Goal:

* Protect farmland along Route 209 corridor
from Colony Farms in Napanoch to Hurley

 Work with State agencies and other
organizations.

e Davis Farm, Appeldoorn Farm (Sykes),
Domino Farm already privately protected.






